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Abstract: Concrete structures in marine environments are often subjected to multiple factors such as saltwater erosion,
seawater corrosion, and physical impacts, leading to their deterioration and damage. This paper analyzes the mechanisms of
concrete deterioration in marine environments and proposes strategies to enhance the durability of new concrete materials in
such settings. These strategies include the use of high-performance concrete, the addition of corrosion inhibitors, increasing
the thickness of concrete protective layers, surface coatings for protection, and the incorporation of high-performance mesh
fibers, among others. These approaches are expected to prolong the service life of concrete structures, reduce maintenance
costs, and support sustainable marine infrastructure development.
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Introduction

Concrete structures in marine environments are susceptible to deterioration over time due to factors such as prolonged
exposure to saltwater, seawater corrosion, and the harsh environmental pressures of tides and storms. This deterioration can
significantly impact the service life and safety of these structures. To address this issue, researchers and engineers have been
actively seeking new concrete materials to enhance their durability in marine environments. This paper will delve into the
mechanisms of concrete deterioration in marine environments and propose a series of strategies aimed at improving the

durability of novel concrete materials in such harsh conditions.

1. Mechanisms of Concrete Deterioration in Marine Environments
In marine environments, concrete structures are subject to long-term erosion and impact from various external factors,
posing significant challenges to their durability and reliability. These challenges are primarily manifested in the following

aspects.

1.1 Concrete Deterioration Caused by Reinforcement Corrosion

Corrosion of steel reinforcement is one of the critical challenges faced by concrete structures in marine environments.
Its mechanism can be traced back to the electrochemical reactions between chloride ions in seawater and the steel
reinforcement within the concrete. When chloride ions penetrate the concrete, they react with the steel reinforcement,
resulting in its corrosion. This corrosion process leads to the expansion of the steel reinforcement, subsequently causing
cracks and spalling in the concrete. This not only reduces the overall strength of concrete structures but also affects their
durability. Therefore, preventing reinforcement corrosion is of paramount importance for concrete structures in marine

environments.

1.2 Concrete Deterioration Caused by Seawater Chemical Corrosion
Apart from reinforcement corrosion, concrete in marine environments also faces challenges from the corrosive nature of

seawater's chemical components. Seawater contains dissolved substances such as salts, which can penetrate concrete

-22-Probe-Environmental Science and Technology



structures, triggering a series of chemical reactions. These reactions disrupt the internal structure of the concrete, leading to
decreased density and diminished resistance to permeation. Ultimately, this results in a rough and uneven concrete surface.
Seawater chemical corrosion not only makes concrete structures susceptible to seawater erosion but also reduces their

load-bearing capacity, posing a long-term threat to structural stability.

1.3 Concrete Deterioration Caused by Biological Erosion

In addition to electrochemical reactions and seawater chemical corrosion, concrete structures in marine environments
also face challenges from biological erosion. Various microorganisms, algae, and mollusks thrive in the ocean and can attach
themselves to the concrete surface, where they proliferate. These biological entities not only lead to the accumulation of
biological deposits on the concrete surface but also secrete acidic substances, accelerating the corrosion process of concrete.
Biological erosion can result in the formation of tiny pits and cracks on the concrete surface, thereby reducing both surface

quality and overall durability of the concrete.
2. Strategies to Enhance the Durability of Novel Concrete Materials in
Marine Environments

In the ever-evolving and changing marine environment, the durability of novel concrete materials has become a crucial
consideration. Traditional concrete structures in marine environments may be affected by saltwater erosion, seawater
chemical corrosion, and physical impacts, necessitating innovative and durable solutions to provide a more robust foundation

for sustainable marine infrastructure development.
2.1 Utilizing High-Performance Concrete to Improve Density and
Impermeability

In marine environments, concrete structures are often under attack from saltwater. High-performance concrete, with its
lower porosity and denser structure, provides a solid protective layer for concrete. This increased density not only reduces
the chances of saltwater molecules penetrating the concrete but also decreases the likelihood of chemical reactions between
salt compounds and elements within the concrete. By carefully adjusting the concrete mix, we can achieve higher levels of

impermeability, effectively reducing the adverse effects of seawater permeation and chemical corrosion on the structure.

2.2 Incorporating Corrosion Inhibitors into Concrete

Reinforcement corrosion is a major threat to the deterioration of concrete structures in marine environments. To address
this challenge, the introduction of corrosion inhibitors becomes a key strategy. Corrosion inhibitors can slow down the rate
of steel reinforcement corrosion, effectively extending the lifespan of concrete structures. Various types of corrosion
inhibitors can be chosen and applied based on specific requirements, including time-release inhibitors, passivating inhibitors,
and organic inhibitors. These inhibitors can form protective layers around the steel reinforcement within the concrete,
reducing the risk of exposure to seawater and chloride ions, thereby enhancing the durability of concrete structures. This

strategy offers a feasible solution for using concrete structures in marine environments.

2.3 Increasing the Thickness of Concrete Protective Layers

To combat the challenges that concrete structures face in marine environments, increasing the thickness of concrete
protective layers is considered an effective strategy. This measure aims to provide more barriers to effectively prevent
seawater and salt chemical substances from permeating into the concrete's interior. However, increasing the thickness of
protective layers requires precise control during the design and construction phases of concrete structures to ensure not only
sufficient protection but also structural strength and sustainability. The implementation of this strategy requires careful

consideration but can significantly enhance the durability of concrete structures.
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2.4 Concrete Surface Coating Protection

Concrete surface coating protection is a common method for safeguarding concrete structures in marine environments.
By applying specialized coatings to the concrete surface, we can effectively prevent seawater and chemical substances from
penetrating the concrete, protecting its internal structure from harm. These surface coatings typically possess waterproof and
corrosion-resistant properties, providing additional physical protection. Furthermore, these coatings can enhance the
aesthetics of concrete structures, making them more suitable for use in harsh marine environments. The selection of
appropriate coating types and application methods is crucial to ensure the effectiveness of the coatings and, therefore,
requires careful consideration and maintenance. Concrete surface coating protection is a viable strategy that can significantly

improve the durability of concrete structures and reduce maintenance costs.

2.5 Utilizing High-Performance Mesh Fibers

In marine environments, concrete structures often face physical impacts from tides, storms, and powerful waves. To
enhance concrete's resistance to impact, the introduction of high-performance mesh fibers becomes an innovative solution.
These fibers can be uniformly dispersed within the concrete, forming a strong and resilient network structure. This not only
improves the overall toughness of concrete but also effectively absorbs and disperses external impact forces. When subjected
to wave impacts or tidal surges, high-performance mesh fibers can reduce the risk of cracking and damage to concrete
structures, thus prolonging their service life. This strategy provides new possibilities for the design and construction of
concrete structures in marine environments, enhancing their ability to withstand physical impacts and ensuring structural

stability and sustainability.

3. Conclusion

In summary, concrete structures in marine environments are prone to deterioration under the long-term influence of
seawater corrosion, saltwater erosion, and physical impacts. To enhance their durability, a range of strategies can be
employed, including the use of high-performance concrete, the incorporation of corrosion inhibitors, increasing the thickness
of concrete protective layers, applying surface coatings for protection, and utilizing high-performance mesh fibers, among
others. These strategies hold the potential to extend the service life of concrete structures, reduce maintenance costs, and
promote the development of sustainable marine infrastructure. In future research, further exploration of novel concrete
materials and technologies can be undertaken to meet the evolving demands of marine environments, contributing to safer

and more sustainable marine engineering projects.
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